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Why do companies vet new hires? | mean, why do they perform background

checks and check out the potential employee’s history?
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It's a matter of agency. | think a definition is in order here. Agency is people’s
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ability to make choices that will influence their futures.
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Engaging in recreational activities, such as running or playing an instrument, has

been shown to reduce stress levels.
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This section tests your ability to understand academic passages in English. The section is

divided into separately timed parts.

Questions are worth 1 point except for the last question for each passage, which is worth
more than 1 point. The directions for the last question explain how many points you can
receive.

TOEFL iBT test on the computer

There are two reading passages in this section. You should plan to spend 18 minutes
reading each passage and answering the questions about it. You should take no more
than 35 minutes to complete the entire section.

Reading Section Timing Guide

TOEFL iBT test on the computer

Passage ‘v ul'l'ﬁer of Questions Time to Complete Test
Passage 1 10

35 minutes
Passage 2 10

The above information does not apply to the TOEFL iBT Paper Edition.

TOEFL iBT Paper Edition

There are three reading passages in this section in the TOEFL iBT Paper Edition. You should
plan to spend 20 minutes reading each passage and answering the questions about it.
You should take no more than 60 minutes to complete the entire section.

Reading Section Timing Guide
TOEFL iBT Paper Edition

Passage Number of Questions Time to Complete Test
Passage 1 10

Passage 2 10 60 minutes
Passage 3 10




READING 1

Directions: Read the passage.

TEXT

TOEFL Reading VIEW REVIEW‘ $LUME‘ oHELP ‘ °EACK \ oNEXT \

Questions 1 to 10 HDETIME) 00 : 17 : 20

Benjamin Franklin

1. Benjamin Franklin, born in 1706 and died in 1790, was a truly versatile person.
As a statesman, he, and several notable others, contributed to the formation
of the United States as a nation. He was the only person to sign all four key
documents of American history: the Declaration of Independence, the Treaty
of Alliance with France, the Treaty of Peace with Great Britain, and the Constitution
of the United States. He served as a diplomat, often praised as the most
successful one America has ever sent abroad. What is not as well known,
however, are Franklin’s many contributions to science, education, and culture.

2. Longing to be his own master at 17, Franklin ran away from Boston to Philadelphia,
then the largest city in the American colonies. The story of his arrival is part
of American folklore. Numerous tales describe the young runaway apprentice
bravely marching down Market Street with only one Dutch dollar in hand, carrying
a loaf of bread. After seven years of working for various printers, he began
publishing The Pennsylvania Gazette, soon turning it into one of the most
successful papers in the colonies. He explained that successful people work
harder than their competitors. He is also credited with publishing the first
newspaper cartoon as well as the first story with an accompanying map. Franklin
achieved even greater publishing success than the newspaper with his Poor
Richard’s Almanac. Each issue included Franklin’s clever and witty sayings,
many of which preach the value of hard work and thriftiness. These sayings
remain part of American speech. Famous ones include: “Early to bed and early to

” o

rise, makes a man healthy, wealthy, and wise.” “A penny saved is a penny earned.”

“Lost time is never found again.” “Guests, like fish, begin to smell after three days.”
“Three can keep a secret if two of them are dead.”

3. Although he never sought public office, he was doggedly interested in public
affairs. Observing the poor state of the colonial postal service, he agreed
to become Philadelphia’s postmaster in 1737. The British government, observing
his competency, appointed him deputy postmaster of all the colonies in 1753,
and he initiated many needed reforms. Constantly aiming to make Philadelphia
a better city, he helped establish the First American colony library, lending books
free of charge. He also organized a fire department in response to the numerous
fires overwhelming the city. He reformed the city police. He began a program
to pave, clean, and light the streets. He raised money to build a city hospital for
disadvantaged people, the first city hospital in the colonies. With others, he helped
found a school for higher education that became the renowned University of
Pennsylvania.




TEXT

TOEFL Reading VIEW REVIEW ) $)LUME‘ ousu: )

Reading 1, Questions 1 to 10 GEENINE) 0O

Franklin’s contributions as a scientist and an inventor are perhaps his most
noteworthy. He was one of the first people in the world to experiment with
electricity. Flying a homemade kite during a thunderstorm, Franklin conducted
his most famous electrical experiment in Philadelphia in 1752. A bolt of lightning
struck a pointed wire that was attached to the kite and traveled down the kite string
to a key fastened at the end, resulting in a spark. Then he tamed lightning by
inventing a lightning rod. As a result, he proved that lightning is electricity. He urged
his fellow citizens to use this instrument as a “means of securing the habitations
and other buildings from mischief from thunder and lightning.” His own home,
equipped with the rod, was saved when lightning struck. He knocked himself
unconscious at least once and suffered electrical shocks while proving his
hypothesis and developing his rod.

Other notable inventions include the Franklin stove, making sitting rooms twice
as warm with a fourth of the fuel they had been using. People around the world
appreciate his inventions, bifocal eyeglasses in particular. They enable both
reading and distance lenses to be set in one frame. He encouraged the enactment
of daylight saving time so that people would use less candlelight. He also showed
colonists how to improve acid soil by using lime. He neither patented his inventions
nor made profits from them, claiming his inventions were for all. He appreciated
the inventiveness of others and often stated he wished he could return to Earth in
a hundred years to see what progress humanity had made.

Directions: Answer the questions.

1

The word "key” in paragraph 1 could best be replaced by
A successful.

B mandatory.

C fundamental.

D opening.

The author mentions “The story of his arrival is part of American folklore.”
in paragraph 2 in order to

A support Franklin’s mythological heritage.

B suggest that the actual events are unknown.

C highlight Franklin’s music connections.

D document the connection to Philadelphia.

The word “"apprentice” in paragraph 2 could best be replaced by
A adventurer.

B criminal.

C ingénue.

D trainee.



4.

6.

Look at the four squares [m] that show where the following sentence could
be added to paragraph 2.

One need only examine Franklin and his accomplishments to support this
belief.

Where would the sentence best fit?

: Longing to be his own master at 17, Franklin ran away from Boston to Philadelphia,
then the largest city in the American colonies. [4A] B The story of his arrival is part of
American folklore. Numerous tales describe the young runaway apprentice bravely
marching down Market Street with only one Dutch dollar in hand, carrying a loaf
of bread. After seven years of working for various printers, he began publishing The
Pennsylvania Gazette, soon turning it into one of the most successful papers in the
colonies. He explained that successful people work harder than their competitors. [4B]
W He is also credited with publishing the first newspaper cartoon as well as the first
story with an accompanying map. Franklin achieved even greater publishing success
than the newspaper with his Poor Richard’s Almanac. Each issue included Franklin's
clever and witty sayings, many of which preach the value of hard work and thriftiness.
[4C] m These sayings remain part of American speech. Famous ones include: “Early
to bed and early to rise, makes a man healthy, wealthy, and wise.” “A penny saved is

a penny earned.” “Lost time is never found again.” “Guests, like fish, begin to smell

after three days.” “Three can keep a secret if two of them are dead.” [4D] m

A [4A] B [4B]
C [4C] D [4D]

Which of the following best restates the saying in paragraph 2 “Three can
keep a secret if two of them are dead.”?

A People have difficulties keeping secrets.

B If you want to keep a secret, tell only three people.

C It's better to have three friends than two.

D Don't tell a secret to a dying person.

The word “doggedly” in paragraph 3 could best be replaced by
A minimally.

B animatedly.

C determinedly.

D domestically.

Which of the sentences below most clearly expresses important information
in the highlighted sentence in paragraph 3? Incorrect choices change the
meaning or leave out important information.

A Franklin encouraged Great Britain to appoint him deputy postmaster.

B In 1753, Great Britain initiated a postal service in the colonies.

C The British government reformed the postal service in the colonies.

D Franklin improved and overhauled the postal service in the colonies.



8.

10.

It is implied in the passage that

A Philadelphians installed Franklin’s lightning rod.

B Franklin spent most of his life traveling abroad.

C Franklin’s death was caused by his work with thunder and lightning.
D due to its location, Philadelphia is a lightning-prone city.

The word “they” in paragraph 5 refers to
A bifocals.

B inventions.

C people.

D sitting rooms.

Directions: Read the introductory sentence for a summary of the passage
below. Complete the summary by choosing the THREE answer choices that
include the key ideas in the passage. Some answer choices are incorrect
because they include ideas that are not presented in the passage or are
not significant in the passage. This question is worth 2 points (2 points for
3 correct answers, 1 point for 2 correct answers, and O points for 1 or O correct
answers).

The passage discusses the most important contributions Benjamin
Franklin made to early American life.

Choose 3 answers.

Franklin’s Poor Richard’s Almanac is widely read today.

Franklin’s proof that lightning is electricity had far-reaching implications.
Franklin was among the American nation builders.

Franklin worked as a police officer, a librarian, and a firefighter.

Franklin never sought public office.

(o) I 2 S N VO S B

Franklin’s many inventions improved the quality of life for many.



QUESTIONS

Questions 1-5

ﬂ Listen to Track 1.

TOEFL Listening

NOTES:




Directions: Answer the questions.

1

()3

Why does the student go to the university office?
A To find his advisor so he can register

B To pay the parking ticket

C To sign up for the monthly tuition payment plan

D To have the financial hold removed

Which of these are true about the student’s experience?

Choose 2 answers.

A He cleared up the issue of the hold.

B He was told he had an academic hold.

C He is used to having his name mispronounced.
D He can’tfind his advisor.

Play Track 2 to listen again to part of the passage. Then answer the question.

Why does the student say this?

A The student knows his last name is unusual.

B The bursar doesn’t know who he is.

C The student can recall his ID number.

D The bursar can’t pronounce his name correctly.

What must a student do in order to register for classes?
A Have his tuition bills disbursed monthly

B Not have any holds on his account

C Speak with the bursar

D Make sure to pay the ninety dollars

What will the student most likely do next?
A Go back to the library

B Discuss the payment option with his parents
C Look for his advisor

D Update his account with the university



This section is the same
for the computer-based
TOEFL iBT test and the
Paper Edition.

This section tests your ability to speak about different topics. You will answer four questions.

Question 1 asks you to make and defend a personal choice between two contrasting
behaviors or courses of action.

Question 2 will include a reading and a listening passage. First, you will read a short
passage which presents a campus-related issue. Then you will hear comments on the
issue in the reading passage. Next you will summarize the speaker’'s opinion within the
context of the reading passage.

Question 3 will also include a reading and a listening passage. First, you will read a short
passage that broadly defines a term, process, or idea from an academic subject. Then you
will hear an excerpt from a lecture which provides examples and specific information
to illustrate the term, process, or idea from the reading passage. Next you will answer
a question which asks you to combine and convey important information from the reading
passage and the lecture excerpt.

Question 4 will include part of a lecture that explains a term or concept and gives concrete
examples to illustrate that term or concept. The question asks you to summarize the lecture
and demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the examples and the overall
topic.

While you read and listen, you can take notes that should help you answer the questions.

Listen carefully to the directions for each question. The preparation time begins right after
you hear the question. You will be told when to begin to prepare and when to begin speaking.

The Speaking section is relevant for test-takers taking the computer-based version and
the Paper Edition of the TOEFL iBT Test.



QUESTIONS

ﬂ 1. You will be asked your opinion about a familiar topic. Listen to the
Track 11 question, and then prepare your response. You will have 15 seconds to
prepare a response and 45 seconds to speak. You can take notes on

the main points of the response.

TOEFL Speaking

TOEFL Speakin voLuwe) weLe )
P g o P

Question 1 of 4

Some students choose to attend a large university with thousands of students.
Others choose to attend a small one. Would you prefer to attend a large
university or a small one? Use reasons and details to support your response.

Preparation Time: 15 seconds

Response Time: 45 seconds

NOTES:




T

Track 12

2. You will read a short passage and then listen to a conversation about
the same topic. You will then answer a question about them. You will
have 45 seconds to read the passage. You can take notes on the main

points of the reading passage.

Reading Time: 45 seconds

TOEFL Speakin voLuwe) weLe )
P! 9 o °

Reading Passage for Question 2 of 4

Announcement from the Director of Residence Life

As most of you know, there was a fire yesterday in Shaw Residence Hall.
All students were immediately evacuated to the nearby Center Hotel.
Students will be staying at the hotel until the dorm has been cleaned and
repainted and the city inspector allows students to return. Shuttle buses
will run from the hotel to campus on the hour and half hour beginning at
7 a.m. and ending at midnight. Students will eat all meals only on campus.
There will be no room service for meals. Please be considerate of the
hotel guests and keep noise to a minimum.

Listen to two students discuss the announcement. You can take notes on
the main points of the conversation.

NOTES:




This section tests your ability to use writing in an academic setting. There will be two

writing tasks.

In the first writing task, the integrated writing task, you will read a passage and listen
to a lecture where the speaker discusses the same topic from a different perspective.
You will then write a summary. You may take notes on the reading and listening passages.

TOEFL iBT test on the computer

The second task on the computer-based TOEFL iBT test is the academic discussion task.
In this task, you will write a response to the professor's question using the information in the
texts and your own ideas.

TOEFL iBT Paper Edition

The second task on the Paper Edition of the TOEFL iBT test is the independent writing task.
In this task, you will answer a question using your own background knowledge.



Integrated Writing Directions

For this task, you will read a passage about an academic topic, and then you will
hear a lecture about the same topic. You may take notes on both.

Then you will read a question about the connection between the reading
passage and the lecture. In your written response try to use information from
both the passage and the lecture. You will not be asked for your own opinion.
You can refer to the reading passage while you are writing.

You should plan on 3 minutes to read the passage. Then listen to the lecture
and give yourself 20 minutes to plan and write your response. A successful
response will be about 150 to 225 words. Your response will be judged on the
quality of the writing and the correctness of the content.

QUESTION 1

Read the passage. On a piece of paper, take notes on the main points of
the reading passage.

Reading Time: 3 minutes

TOEFL Writin voLumE)
o o

Reading Passage for Question 1 of 2 HIERAEY (30

It is hard to ignore all the research that points to the main reason for the
decrease in the bee population worldwide: the increase in cell phone
usage. The startling increase in the number of cell phones in use today,
in contrast to the number only 30 years ago, explains why the number of
bees is declining at an alarming rate. Researchers have discovered
that when a cell phone is placed near a hive, the radiation generated
by it is enough to prevent bees from returning to it, according to a study
conducted at a major European university. The result was duplicated in the
department of zoology at another prestigious university. The experiments
show that microwaves from cell phones appear to interfere with worker
bee navigational skills. When cell phones were placed near beehives,
the hives collapsed completely in five to ten days. The worker bees simply
failed to return home. Adding to the mystery, wildlife, which would normally
raid the abandoned hives, would not go near the collapsed colonies.

The navigational skill of the worker bees is dependent on the Earth’s
magnetic properties. The electro-magnetic waves emitted by the cell phones
and relay towers interfere with the Earth’s magnetism, resulting in the loss of
the navigational capacity of the bee. Then the bee simply fails to return to the
hive. The radiation causes damage to the nervous system, and it becomes
unable to fly. Although the rapid bee population decline began as a mystery,
the cell phone magnetism proliferation explains the reduction.




ﬂ Play Track 15 to listen to the passage.

TOEFL Writing

Now answer the following question:

TOEFL Writin voLume)
& o

Question 1 of 2 HIDETIME' 530

How does the information in the listening passage cast doubt on the
information presented in the reading passage?

Preparation Time: 1 minute

Response Time: 20 minutes

Write your response here or on a computer.
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There are pros and cons to both sides of this argument, and to some extent it depends upon the
companies, their products, and their aims. For the first idea, getting into any market is difficult,
especially if it is crowded with other products. When a company needs to get its product noticed,
one of the easiest and most impactful ways is to price its product lower than their competitors.
This should make people at least try the product and if they like it, they may try it again—even
when the company raises the price of the product to match its competitors. | think this is one of the
most frequently used options. On the other hand, the disadvantage of this approach is to make
the product seem a bit cheap and not at all special. So another way to do this is to go in high and

advertise the product as something exclusive and special.
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Dental hygiene students are conducting free dental checkups, including teeth cleaning, X-rays,
and scaling on campus for students, and the two students are discussing whether they would
want a student to clean their teeth. The man mentions that although the students are doing the
cleaning, there is always a dentist in the clinic who walks around to make sure everything is being
done correctly. The student clinicians will not be doing any procedures, such as filling cavities or
pulling teeth. These dental hygiene students have had a year of coursework and have completed

the state requirements in order to work on patients.
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